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All I have said about child-widows necessarily applies, to
child-wives. You must be able surely to control your lust to this-
extent, that you are not going to marry a girl that is under
16 years of age. If I could do so I would lay down 20 as the
minimum. Twenty years is early enough even in India. It is we
who are responsible for the precocity of girls, not even the
Indian climate, because I know girls of the age of 20 who are
pure and undefiled and able to stand the storm that may rage
round. Let us not hug that precocity to ourselves. Some
Brahman students tell me that they cannot follow this principle,,
that they cannot get Brahman girls sixteen years old, very few
Brahmans keep their daughters unmarried till that age, the
Brahman girls are married mostly before 10, 12 and 13 years,'
Then I say to the Brahman youth, " Cease to be a Brahman, if
you cannot possibly control yourself. Choose a grown up girl
of 16 who became a widow when she was a child. If you cannot
get a Brahman widow who has reached that age, then go and-
take any girl you like. And I tell you that the God of the Hindus
will pardon that boy who has preferred to marry out of his caste
rather than ravish a girl of twelve. When your heart is not pure
and you cannot master your passions, you cease to be an edu-1
cated man. You have called your institution a premier institu-
tion. I want you to live up to the name of the premier institu-
tion which must produce boys who will occupy the front rank
in character. And what is education without character and what
is character without elementary personal purity ? Brahmanism
I adore. I have defended Varnashrama Dharma. But Brahman-
ism that can tolerate untouchability, virgin widowhood, spolia-
tion of virgins, stinks in my nostrils. It is a parody of Brahman-
ism. There is no knowledge of Brahman therein. There is no true
interpretation of the scriptures. It is undiluted animalism,
Brahmanism is made of sterner stuff. I want these few remarks
of mine to go deep down into your hearts. I am watching the
boys whilst I am speaking, and it hurts me to hear a single
giggle whilst I am pouring out my heart. I have not come to
appeal to your intellects but to your hearts, You are the hope
of the country and what I have said is of primary importance
for you.
Evil of Smoking
In response to the request of a Calicut professor I shall now